
Main Crit eria: Spelling Classroom

Seco ndary Crit eria: Maryland College and Career-Ready Standards

Subject : Language Arts

Grades: 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6 , 7, 8, 9 , 10, 11, 12

Spelling Classroom

Definition Matching
Summary: Definition matching exercise leveraging high level engagement with pronunciation reinforcement.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 1  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  1.RL4 . Ident ify words and phrases in  stories or poems that  suggest  feelings or appeal to  the
senses.

EXPECTATION  1.RL4 .3. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., note p laces at  home
that  are coz y) . (CCSS L.1.5c)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Analyz e how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and
interact  over the course of  text .

OBJECTIVE  1.RI3. Describe the connect ion between two individuals, events, ideas, or p ieces of
in format ion in  a text .

EXPECTATION  1.RI3.4 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts (See CCSS 1 L6 ) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  1.RI4 . Ask and answer quest ions to  help  determine or clarify the meaning of  words and
phrases in  a text .

EXPECTATION  1.RI4 .5. Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts (See CCSS L.1.6 ) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI7.CCR. Anchor Standard: In tegrate and evaluate content  presented in  d iverse media and
formats, including visually and quant itat ively, as well as in  words.

OBJECTIVE  1.RI7. Use the il lust rat ions and details in  a text  to  describe its key ideas.

EXPECTATION  1.RI7.4 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts (See CCSS L.1.6 ) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /  L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning

https://spellingclassroom.com/vocabulary-definitions-lesson-free/?gILI=2147474706&uid=328&gnm=vocab_def


PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word parts, and
consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  1.L4 -a. Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 1 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom an array of
st rategies – Use sentence- level context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  1.L4 -a.3. Discuss words and word meanings daily as they are encountered in  texts, inst ruct ion,
and conversat ion.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  1.L5-a. With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings – Sort  words in to  categories (e.g .,
co lors, cloth ing)  to  gain  a sense of  the concepts the categories represent .

EXPECTATION  1.L5-a.1. Ident ify commonalit ies and underlin ing concepts among groups of  words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  1.L5-b . With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings – Def ine words by category and by one
or more key at t ributes (e.g ., a duck is a b ird  that  swims; a t iger is a large cat  with
st ripes) .

EXPECTATION  1.L5-b .1. Discuss key at t ributes of  words to  ident ify a category.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L6 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Acquire and use accurately a range of  general academic and
domain-specif ic words and phrases suf f icient  for reading, writ ing, speaking, and
listening at  the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important  to
comprehension or expression.

OBJECTIVE  1.L6 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts, including using f requent ly occurring conjunct ions to
signal simple relat ionships (e.g ., because) .

EXPECTATION  1.L6 .1. Develop rich  oral language and st rengthen writ ing through modeling and exposure to
a variety of  texts.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 2  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Analyz e how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and
interact  over the course of  text .

OBJECTIVE  2.RI3. Describe the connect ion between a series of  h istorical events, scient if ic ideas or
concepts, or steps in  technical procedures in  a text .

EXPECTATION  2.RI3.4 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts (See CCSS L.2.6 ) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /  RI7.CCR. Anchor Standard: In tegrate and evaluate content  presented in  d iverse media and



PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

formats, including visually and quant itat ively, as well as in  words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RI7. Explain  how specif ic images (e.g ., a d iagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to  and clarify a text .

EXPECTATION  2.RI7.4 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts (See CCSS L.2.6 ) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF3.a. Dist inguish long and short  vowels when reading regularly spelled  one-syllab le
words.

EXPECTATION  2.RF3.a.2
.

Ident ify and apply vowel pat tern  pronunciat ion ru les to  read words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF3.b . Know sound-spelling  correspondences for addit ional common vowel teams.

EXPECTATION  2.RF3.b .2
.

Ident ify and apply vowel team pronunciat ion ru les.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L6 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Acquire and use accurately a range of  general academic and
domain-specif ic words and phrases suf f icient  for reading, writ ing, speaking, and
listening at  the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important  to
comprehension or expression.

OBJECTIVE  2.L6 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading and being read to ,
and responding to  texts, including using adject ives and adverbs to  describe (e.g .,
When other kids are happy that  makes me happy) .

EXPECTATION  2.L6 .1. Develop rich  oral language and st rengthen writ ing through modeling and exposure to
a variety of  texts.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  3.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
d ist inguishing literal f rom nonliteral language.

EXPECTATION  3.RL4 .4 . Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps)  (See CCSS L.3.5a) .

EXPECTATION  3.RL4 .5. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., describe people who
are f riendly or helpfu l) . (CCSS L.3.5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how



LEVEL specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  3.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 3 topic or subject  area.

EXPECTATION  3.RI4 .5. Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps)  (See CCSS 3 L5.a) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 3.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  3.RF3.c. Decode mult isyllab le words.

EXPECTATION  3.RF3.c.3
.

Conf irm decoding ef forts through word meanings and word order.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  3.L5-a. Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings –
Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps) .

EXPECTATION  3.L5-a.1. Dif ferent iate between the concepts of  literal and nonliteral.

EXPECTATION  3.L5-a.2. Recogniz e that  word combinat ions have d if ferent  meanings in  d if ferent  contexts.

EXPECTATION  3.L5-a.3. Apply knowledge of  literal and nonliteral meaning to  understand text .

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  4 .RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
those that  allude to  signif icant  characters found in  mythology (e.g ., Herculean) .

EXPECTATION  4 .RL4 .5. Dif ferent iate between denotat ion and connotat ion.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  4 .RI4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words or phrases in
a text  relevant  to  a grade 4  topic or subject  area.

EXPECTATION  4 .RI4 .6 . Dif ferent iate between denotat ion and connotat ion.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Knowledge of  Language

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Apply knowledge of  language to  understand how language
funct ions in  d if ferent  contexts, to  make ef fect ive choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fu lly when reading or listening.

OBJECTIVE  4 .L3-a. Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening – Choose words and phrases to  convey ideas precisely.

EXPECTATION  4 .L3-a.1. Dist inguish between literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases.



Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 5  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  5.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive language such as metaphors and similes.

EXPECTATION  5.RL4 .5. Explain  the d if ference between the denotat ion and the connotat ion of  a specif ic
word.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  5.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 5 topic or subject  area.

EXPECTATION  5.RI4 .6 . Explain  the d if ference between the denotat ion and the connotat ion of  a specif ic
word.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 6  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  6 .RL1. Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  6 .RL1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.6 .5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  6 .RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  a specif ic word choice on
meaning and tone.

EXPECTATION  6 .RL4 .7. Demonstrate an understanding of  f igurat ive language and connotat ion (See CCSS
L.6 .5a, L.6 .5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  6 .RI1. Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  6 .RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.6 .5b) .



EXPECTATION  6 .RI1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.6 .5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  6 .RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings.

EXPECTATION  6 .RI4 .5. Determine the suggested meaning of  connotat ions of  words that  address the same
technical meaning (See CCSS L.6 .5c) .

EXPECTATION  6 .RI4 .6 . Verify an  in ferred meaning of  a word or phrase in  reference materials (See CCSS
L.6 .4 c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex
ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  6 .W2-c. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas, concepts, and
informat ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant  content  –
Use appropriate t ransit ions to  clarify the relat ionships among ideas and concepts.

EXPECTATION  6 .W2-c.1. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., cause/ef fect , part /whole,
item/category)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words. (CCSS L.6 .5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning
words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word parts, and
consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L4 -d . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 6  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies – Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase
(e.g ., by checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L4 -d .1. Apply an understanding of  the skills in  L4  a-c to  verify word meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., cause/ef fect ,
part /whole, item/category)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  6 .L5-b .1. Apply an understanding of  connect ions between words including cause/ef fect ,
part /whole, and item/category to  a crit ical reading of  a text .

EXPECTATION  6 .L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words
with  similar denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., st ingy, scrimping, economical,
unwastefu l, thrif ty) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L5-c.1. Apply an understanding of  connotat ion to  judge word choice.



EXPECTATION  6 .L5-c.2. Use precise words to  convey experiences and events (See CCSS W.6 .3d) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L5-c.3. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word choice
contributes to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 7  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  7.RL1. Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  7.RL1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.7.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  7.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  rhymes and other
repet it ions of  sounds (e.g ., alliterat ion)  on a specif ic verse or stanz a of  a poem or
sect ion of  a story or drama.

EXPECTATION  7.RL4 .7. Demonstrate an understanding of  f igurat ive language and connotat ion (See CCSS
L.7.5a, L.7.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  7.RI1. Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  7.RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.7.5b) .

EXPECTATION  7.RI1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.7.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  7.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choice on meaning and tone.

EXPECTATION  7.RI4 .5. Determine the suggested meaning of  connotat ions of  words that  address the same
technical meaning (See CCSS L.7.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Knowledge of  Language

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Apply knowledge of  language to  understand how language
funct ions in  d if ferent  contexts, to  make ef fect ive choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fu lly when reading or listening.

OBJECTIVE  7.L3-a. Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening – Choose language that  expresses ideas precisely and concisely,



recogniz ing and eliminat ing wordiness and redundancy.

EXPECTATION  7.L3-a.2. Apply an understanding of  denotat ion and connotat ion and their ef fect  upon
meaning in  speech or writ ing.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning
words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word parts, and
consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  7.L4 -d . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies – Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase
(e.g ., by checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

EXPECTATION  7.L4 -d .1. Apply an understanding of  the skills in  L4  a-c to  verify word meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  7.L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words
with  similar denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., ref ined, respect fu l, po lite, d ip lomat ic,
condescending) .

EXPECTATION  7.L5-c.1. Apply an understanding of  connotat ion to  judge word choice.

EXPECTATION  7.L5-c.2. Use precise words to  capture the act ion and convey experiences and events (See
CCSS W.7.3d) .

EXPECTATION  7.L5-c.3. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word choice
contributes to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RL1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.8.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

EXPECTATION  8.RL4 .6 . Examine the ef fects of  d ict ion, tone, f igurat ive language, sound elements and
connotat ion as a way to  construct  meaning (See CCSS L.8.5a, L.8.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to



LEVEL support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RI1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.8.5b) .

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for understanding (See
CCSS L.8.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

EXPECTATION  8.RI4 .5. Determine the suggested meaning of  connotat ions of  words that  address the same
technical meaning (See CCSS L.8.5c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  8.L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to  bet ter
understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  8.L5-b .1. Apply an understanding of  connect ions between words to  a crit ical reading of  a text .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  8.L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words
with  similar denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., bu llheaded, willfu l, f irm, persistent ,
resolute) .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.1. Apply an understanding of  connotat ion to  judge word choice.

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.2. Use precise words to  capture the act ion and convey experiences and events (See
CCSS W.8.3d) .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.3. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word choice
contributes to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 9  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  9 -
10.RL1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RL1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -
10.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)



/ STANDARD

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  9 -
10.RL4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., how the language evokes a sense of  t ime and
place; how it  sets a formal or in formal tone) .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RL4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  connotat ions, co lloquialisms, id ioms, and
f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -10.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.RI1. Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RI1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -
10.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of
specif ic word choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., how the language of  a court
opin ion d if fers f rom that  of  a newspaper) .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RI4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  word connotat ions, mult ip le meanings, and
technical vocabulary.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.L5-
b .

Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Analyz e nuances in  the meanings of  words with  similar
denotat ions.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L5-
b .1.

Analyz e professional, peer, and personal oral and writ ten  language for connotat ions,
word relat ionships, nuances, and d if ferences in  denotat ive shades of  meaning.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L5-
b .2.

Manipulate writ ten  and spoken language by using words with  connotat ions and
nuances of  meaning appropriately and ef fect ively.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 10  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  9 -
10.RL1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RL1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -
10.5) .



STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  9 -
10.RL4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., how the language evokes a sense of  t ime and
place; how it  sets a formal or in formal tone) .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RL4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  connotat ions, co lloquialisms, id ioms, and
f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -10.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.RI1. Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RI1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.9 -
10.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of
specif ic word choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., how the language of  a court
opin ion d if fers f rom that  of  a newspaper) .

EXPECTATION  9 -
10.RI4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  word connotat ions, mult ip le meanings, and
technical vocabulary.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.L5-
b .

Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Analyz e nuances in  the meanings of  words with  similar
denotat ions.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L5-
b .1.

Analyz e professional, peer, and personal oral and writ ten  language for connotat ions,
word relat ionships, nuances, and d if ferences in  denotat ive shades of  meaning.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L5-
b .2.

Manipulate writ ten  and spoken language by using words with  connotat ions and
nuances of  meaning appropriately and ef fect ively.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 11  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RL1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text , including determining where the
text  leaves mat ters uncertain .



EXPECTATION  11-
12.RL1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-
12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RL4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings or language that  is
part icu larly f resh, engaging, or beaut ifu l. ( Include Shakespeare as well as other
authors.)

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RL4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  connotat ions, mult ip le meanings,
colloquialisms, id ioms, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RI1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text , including determining where the
text  leaves mat ters uncertain .

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RI1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-
12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RI4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e how an author uses and
ref ines the meaning of  a key term or terms over the course of  a text . (e.g ., how
Madison def ines fact ion in  Federalist  No. 10) .

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RI4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  word connotat ions, mult ip le meanings,
technical vocabulary, and above grade- level words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  11-12.L5-
b .

Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Analyz e nuances in  the meanings of  words with  similar
denotat ions.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L5-
b .1.

Analyz e professional, peer, and personal oral and writ ten  language for connotat ions,
word relat ionships, nuances, and d if ferences in  denotat ive shades of  meaning.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L5-
b .2.

Manipulate writ ten  and spoken language by using words with  connotat ions and
nuances of  meaning appropriately and ef fect ively.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 12  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to



LEVEL support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RL1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text , including determining where the
text  leaves mat ters uncertain .

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RL1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-
12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RL4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings or language that  is
part icu larly f resh, engaging, or beaut ifu l. ( Include Shakespeare as well as other
authors.)

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RL4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  connotat ions, mult ip le meanings,
colloquialisms, id ioms, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RI1.

Cite st rong and thorough textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text , including determining where the
text  leaves mat ters uncertain .

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RI1.3.

Analyz e relevant  denotat ive, connotat ive, and f igurat ive language (See CCSS L.11-
12.5) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  11-
12.RI4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e how an author uses and
ref ines the meaning of  a key term or terms over the course of  a text . (e.g ., how
Madison def ines fact ion in  Federalist  No. 10) .

EXPECTATION  11-
12.RI4 .1.

Analyz e the meaning, use, and ef fect  o f  word connotat ions, mult ip le meanings,
technical vocabulary, and above grade- level words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  11-12.L5-
b .

Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Analyz e nuances in  the meanings of  words with  similar
denotat ions.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L5-
b .1.

Analyz e professional, peer, and personal oral and writ ten  language for connotat ions,
word relat ionships, nuances, and d if ferences in  denotat ive shades of  meaning.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L5-
b .2.

Manipulate writ ten  and spoken language by using words with  connotat ions and
nuances of  meaning appropriately and ef fect ively.
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