
Main Crit eria: Spelling Classroom

Seco ndary Crit eria: North Dakota Academic Content Standards

Subject : Language Arts

Grades: 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6 , 7, 8, 9 , 10, 11, 12

Spelling Classroom

Definition Matching
Summary: Definition matching exercise leveraging high level engagement with pronunciation reinforcement.

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 1  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.1.RF Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

BENCHMARK  Phonological Awareness

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 1.RF.2. Demonstrate understanding of  spoken words, syllab les, and sounds (phonemes) .

INDICATOR  1.RF.2.c. Iso late and pronounce in it ial, medial vowel, and f inal sounds (phonemes)  in  spoken
single-syllab le words.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.1.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Knowledge of  Language

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 1.L.5. With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  1.L.5.c. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., note p laces at  home
that  are coz y) .

INDICATOR  1.L.5.d . Dist inguish shades of  meaning among verbs d if fering in  manner (e.g ., look, peek,
g lance, stare, g lare, scowl)  and adject ives d if fering in  in tensity (e.g ., large, g igant ic)
by def in ing or choosing them or by act ing out  the meanings.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.1.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Knowledge of  Language

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 1.L.6 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading, being read to , and
responding to  texts, including using f requent ly occurring conjunct ions to  signal
simple relat ionships (e.g ., because) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 2  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.2.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 2.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  2.L.5.a. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., describe foods that
are spicy or ju icy) .

INDICATOR  2.L.5.b . Dist inguish shades of  meaning among closely related verbs (e.g ., toss, throw, hurl)
and closely related adject ives (e.g ., th in , slender, skinny, scrawny) .

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.2.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 2.L.6 . Use words and phrases acquired through conversat ions, reading, being read to , and
responding to  texts, including using adject ives and adverbs to  describe (e.g ., When
other kids are happy that  makes me happy) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2017

https://spellingclassroom.com/vocabulary-definitions-lesson-free/?gILI=2147474706&uid=328&gnm=vocab_def


CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.3.RL. Reading Standard for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 3.RL.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
d ist inguishing literal f rom nonliteral language.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.3.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 3.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  3.L.5.a. Dist inguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of  words and phrases in  context  (e.g .,
take steps) .

INDICATOR  3.L.5.b . Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., describe people who
are f riendly or helpfu l) .

INDICATOR  3.L.5.c. Dist inguish shades of  meaning among related words that  describe states of  mind or
degrees of  certainty (e.g ., knew, believed, suspected, heard, wondered) .

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.3.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 3.L.6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversat ional, general academic, and
domain-specif ic words and phrases, including those that  signal spat ial and temporal
relat ionships (e.g ., Af ter d inner that  n ight  we went  looking for them) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.4 .L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 4 .L.6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal precise act ions, emot ions, or states
of  being (e.g ., qu iz z ed, whined, stammered)  and that  are basic to  a part icu lar topic
(e.g ., wild life, conservat ion, and endangered when d iscussing animal preservat ion) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 6  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.6 .RL. Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 6 .RL.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  a specif ic word choice on
meaning and tone.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.6 .RI. Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion Text

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 6 .RI.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.6 .L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Knowledge of  Language

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 6 .L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships (analogies) ,
and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  6 .L.5.b . Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words with  similar
denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., st ingy, scrimping, economical, thrif ty) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 7  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.7.RL. Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion



BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 7.RL.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  rhymes and other
repet it ions of  sounds (e.g ., alliterat ion)  on a specif ic verse or stanz a of  a poem or
sect ion of  a story or drama. (Figurat ive language may include simile, metaphor,
hyperbole, personif icat ion; sounds may include onomatopoeia, rhyme, rhythm)

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.7.RI. Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion Text

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 7.RI.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  a specif ic
word choice on meaning and tone.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.7.SL. Speaking and Listening Standards

BENCHMARK  Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 7.SL.4 . Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing signif icant  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  pert inent  descript ions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye
contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.7.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 7.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships (analogies) ,
and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  7.L.5.b . Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words with  similar
denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., ref ined, respect fu l, po lite, d ip lomat ic,
condescending) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.8.RL. Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 8.RL.4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts. (Figurat ive
language may include simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personif icat ion; sounds may
include onomatopoeia, rhyme, rhythm)

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.8.SL. Speaking and Listening Standards

BENCHMARK  Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 8.SL.4 . Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing signif icant  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.8.L. Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 8.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships (analogies) ,
and nuances in  word meanings.

INDICATOR  8.L.5.b . Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words with  similar
denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., bu llheaded, willfu l, f irm, persistent , resolute) .

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 9  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.RL.

Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -
10.RL.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., evoking a sense of  t ime and p lace; set t ing a
formal or in formal tone; ident ifying b ias in  language) .



CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.RI.

Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion Text

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -
10.RI.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., analyz ing how the language of  a court  opin ion
dif fers f rom that  of  a newspaper; ident ifying cultural and gender perspect ives or b ias
in  language) .

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.L.

Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -10.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings in  grades 9 –10 reading and content .

INDICATOR  9 -
10.L.5.b .

Analyz e nuances in  the meaning of  words with  similar denotat ions.

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 10  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.RL.

Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -
10.RL.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., evoking a sense of  t ime and p lace; set t ing a
formal or in formal tone; ident ifying b ias in  language) .

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.RI.

Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion Text

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -
10.RI.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g ., analyz ing how the language of  a court  opin ion
dif fers f rom that  of  a newspaper; ident ifying cultural and gender perspect ives or b ias
in  language) .

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.9 -
10.L.

Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 9 -10.L.5. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings in  grades 9 –10 reading and content .

INDICATOR  9 -
10.L.5.b .

Analyz e nuances in  the meaning of  words with  similar denotat ions.

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 11  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.RL.

Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 11-
12.RL.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings or language that  creates
part icu lar aesthet ic ef fects.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.RI.

Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 11-
12.RI.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of
specif ic word choices on meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings
or language that  creates part icu lar ef fects.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.L.

Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL  11- Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances



EXPECTATION 12.L.5. in  word meanings in  grades 11–12 reading and content .

INDICATOR  11-
12.L.5.b .

Analyz e nuances in  the meaning of  words with  similar denotat ions.

No rt h Dako t a Academic Co nt ent  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 12  - Adopted: 2017
CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.RL.

Reading Standards for Literature/Fict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 11-
12.RL.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  the text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings or language that  creates
part icu lar aesthet ic ef fects.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.RI.

Reading Standards for In format ional/Nonf ict ion

BENCHMARK  Craf t  and St ructure

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 11-
12.RI.4 .

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the cumulat ive impact  of
specif ic word choices on meaning and tone, including words with  mult ip le meanings
or language that  creates part icu lar ef fects.

CONTENT
STANDARD

 ND.11-
12.L.

Language Standards

BENCHMARK  Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

GRADE LEVEL
EXPECTATION

 11-
12.L.5.

Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings in  grades 11–12 reading and content .

INDICATOR  11-
12.L.5.b .

Analyz e nuances in  the meaning of  words with  similar denotat ions.
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