
Main Crit eria: Spelling Classroom

Seco ndary Crit eria: Maryland College and Career-Ready Standards

Subject : Language Arts

Grades: 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6 , 7, 8, 9 , 10, 11, 12

Spelling Classroom

Vocabulary Bee
Summary: Select a word or phrase that best describes each list word.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 1  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  1.RL4 . Ident ify words and phrases in  stories or poems that  suggest  feelings or appeal to  the
senses.

EXPECTATION  1.RL4 .3. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., note p laces at  home
that  are coz y) . (CCSS L.1.5c)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of  substant ive
topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient  evidence.

OBJECTIVE  1.W1-b. Write opin ion p ieces in  which they in t roduce the topic or name the book they are
writ ing about , state an opin ion, supply a reason for the opin ion, and provide some
sense of  closure – Supply a reason that  supports the opin ion.

EXPECTATION  1.W1-b.3. Draf t  a simple sentence or sentences to  express an opin ion and reason: Use common,
proper, and possessive nouns (CCSS L.1.1b) ; Use personal, possessive, and
indef in ite pronouns (e.g ., I ,  me, my)  (CCSS L.1.1d) ; Use f requent ly occurring
conjunct ions (e.g ., and, but , or, so , because)  (CCSS L.1.1g) ; Use end punctuat ion for
sentences (CCSS L.1.2b) ; Spell untaught  words phonet ically, drawing on phonemic
awareness and spelling  convent ions (CCSS L.1.2e) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex
ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  1.W2-b. Write in format ive/explanatory texts in  which they name a topic, supply some facts
about  the topic, and prove some sense of  closure – Supply some facts about  the
topic.

EXPECTATION  1.W2-b.4 . Write several sentences using the facts that  are all related to  the topic: Produce
complete simple and compound sentences (CCSS L.1.1f ) ; Use convent ional spelling
for words with  common spelling  pat terns and for f requent ly occurring irregular
words (CCSS L.1.2d) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events
using ef fect ive technique, well-chosen details, and well-st ructured event  sequences.

OBJECTIVE  1.W3-b. Write narrat ives in  which they recount  two or more appropriately sequenced events,
include some details regarding what  happened, use temporal words to  signal event

https://spellingclassroom.com/vocabulary-bee-game-free/?gILI=2147474706&uid=328&gnm=vocab_bee


order, and provide some sense of  closure – Include some details regarding what
happened.

EXPECTATION  1.W3-b.1. Apply knowledge of  story st ructure: Produce complete simple sentences (CCSS
L.1.1j) ; Use verbs to  convey a sense of  past , present , and future (CCSS L.1.1e) ; Use
f requent ly occurring adject ives (CCSS L.1.1f ) ; Use determiners (e.g ., art icles
demonstrat ives)  (CCSS L.1.1h) ; Spell untaught  words phonet ically, drawing on
phonemic awareness and spelling  convent ions (CCSS L.1.2e) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  1.L2-d . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Use convent ional spelling  for words with
common spelling  pat terns and for f requent ly occurring irregular words.

EXPECTATION  1.L2-d .2. Ident ify the spellings for f requent ly occurring irregular words.

EXPECTATION  1.L2-d .3. Pract ice and apply the correct  spelling  of  words with  common spelling  pat terns and
frequent ly occurring irregular words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  1.L2-e. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell untaught  words phonet ically, drawing
on phonemic awareness and spelling  convent ions.

EXPECTATION  1.L2-e.2. Use sound-spelling  correspondences to  approximate the spelling  of  unknown words
in  writ ing.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  1.L5-a. With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings – Sort  words in to  categories (e.g .,
co lors, cloth ing)  to  gain  a sense of  the concepts the categories represent .

EXPECTATION  1.L5-a.1. Ident ify commonalit ies and underlin ing concepts among groups of  words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  1.L5-b . With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings – Def ine words by category and by one
or more key at t ributes (e.g ., a duck is a b ird  that  swims; a t iger is a large cat  with
st ripes) .

EXPECTATION  1.L5-b .1. Discuss key at t ributes of  words to  ident ify a category.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  1.L5-d . With  guidance and support  f rom adults, demonstrate understanding of  word
relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings – Dist inguish shades of  meaning among
verbs d if fering in  manner (e.g ., look, peek, g lance, stare, g lare, scowl)  and adject ives
dif fering in  in tensity (e.g ., large, g igant ic)  by def in ing or choosing them or by act ing



dif fering in  in tensity (e.g ., large, g igant ic)  by def in ing or choosing them or by act ing
out  the meanings.

EXPECTATION  1.L5-d .3. Use context  clues to  d ist inguish in tensity (nuances)  of  meaning among synonyms.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 2  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF3.a. Dist inguish long and short  vowels when reading regularly spelled  one-syllab le
words.

EXPECTATION  2.RF3.a.2
.

Ident ify and apply vowel pat tern  pronunciat ion ru les to  read words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF3.b . Know sound-spelling  correspondences for addit ional common vowel teams.

EXPECTATION  2.RF3.b .2
.

Ident ify and apply vowel team pronunciat ion ru les.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF3.e. Ident ify words with  inconsistent  but  common spelling-sound correspondences.

EXPECTATION  2.RF3.e.1
.

Ident ify and apply the ru les for sound-spelling  correspondences, including
except ions.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Fluency

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 2.RF4 . Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

OBJECTIVE  2.RF4 .c. Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

EXPECTATION  2.RF4 .c.2
.

Demonstrate a conceptual understanding of  new words, e.g ., classify and categoriz e
into  groups, ident ify antonyms, synonyms, homophones.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  2.L2-d . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Generaliz e learned spelling  pat terns when
writ ing words (e.g ., cage→badge; boy→boil) .

EXPECTATION  2.L2-d .2. Demonstrate use of  learned spelling  pat terns when writ ing.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use



INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  2.L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings –
Dist inguish shades of  meaning among closely related verbs (e.g ., toss, throw, hurl)
and closely related adject ives (e.g ., th in , slender, skinny, scrawny) .

EXPECTATION  2.L5-b .2. Use context  clues to  d ist inguish in tensity (nuances)  of  meaning among synonyms.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  3.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
d ist inguishing literal f rom nonliteral language.

EXPECTATION  3.RL4 .5. Ident ify real- life connect ions between words and their use (e.g ., describe people who
are f riendly or helpfu l) . (CCSS L.3.5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RF. Standards for Reading Foundat ional Skills (RF)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Phonics and Word Recognit ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 3.RF3. Know and apply grade- level phonics and word analysis skills in  decoding words.

OBJECTIVE  3.RF3.c. Decode mult isyllab le words.

EXPECTATION  3.RF3.c.3
.

Conf irm decoding ef forts through word meanings and word order.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  3.L2-e. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Use convent ional spelling  for h igh-
f requency and other studied words and for adding suf f ixes to  base words (e.g .,
sit t ing , smiled, cries, happiness) .

EXPECTATION  3.L2-e.1. Ident ify the correct  spellings for grade- level f requent ly occurring irregular words.

EXPECTATION  3.L2-e.2. Modify spelling  of  base words as needed when adding in f lect ional endings and
suf f ixes.

EXPECTATION  3.L2-e.4 . Analyz e writ ing models for correct  spelling  of  h igh- f requency words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  3.L2- f . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Use spelling  pat terns and generaliz at ions
(e.g ., word families, posit ion-based spellings, syllab le pat terns, ending ru les,
meaningfu l word parts)  in  writ ing words.

EXPECTATION  3.L2- f .1. Apply previously learned spelling  pat terns and generaliz at ions to  spell grade-
appropriate words correct ly.

EXPECTATION  3.L2- f .2. Apply knowledge of  syllab le types to  spell mult isyllab ic words.

EXPECTATION  3.L2- f .4 . Analyz e writ ing models for correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC  MD.L. Standards for Language (L)



/ STANDARD

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Knowledge of  Language

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Apply knowledge of  language to  understand how language
funct ions in  d if ferent  contexts, to  make ef fect ive choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fu lly when reading or listening.

OBJECTIVE  3.L3-b . Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening – Recogniz e and observe d if ferences between the convent ions of  spoken
and writ ten  standard English .

EXPECTATION  3.L3-b .2. Demonstrate convent ions of  spoken and writ ten  English  in  conversat ions and
writ ing.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  3.L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  word relat ionships and nuances in  word meanings –
Dist inguish shades of  meaning among related words that  describe states of  mind or
degrees of  certainty (e.g ., knew, believed, suspected, heard, wondered) .

EXPECTATION  3.L5-c.1. Access prior knowledge, as well as reference materials both  print  and d ig ital to
ident ify synonyms for g iven words.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  4 .RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
those that  allude to  signif icant  characters found in  mythology (e.g ., Herculean) .

EXPECTATION  4 .RL4 .6 . Demonstrate understanding of  words by relat ing them to  their opposites (antonyms)
and to  words with  similar but  not  ident ical meanings (synonyms) . (CCSS L.4 .5c)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  4 .RI4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words or phrases in
a text  relevant  to  a grade 4  topic or subject  area.

EXPECTATION  4 .RI4 .7. Demonstrate understanding of  words by relat ing them to  their opposites (antonyms)
and to  words with  similar but  not  ident ical meanings (synonyms) . (CCSS L.4 .5c)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  4 .L2-d . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell grade-appropriate words correct ly,
consult ing references as needed.

EXPECTATION  4 .L2-d .1. Apply learned spelling  pat terns and generaliz at ions to  spell grade-appropriate words
correct ly.

EXPECTATION  4 .L2-d .2. Use knowledge of  word st ructure and word orig ins to  spell grade-appropriate words.

EXPECTATION  4 .L2-d .4 . Use word processing technology when appropriate to  demonstrate correct  spelling
of  grade-appropriate words.



EXPECTATION  4 .L2-d .5. Analyz e writ ing models for correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Knowledge of  Language

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Apply knowledge of  language to  understand how language
funct ions in  d if ferent  contexts, to  make ef fect ive choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fu lly when reading or listening.

OBJECTIVE  4 .L3-a. Use knowledge of  language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening – Choose words and phrases to  convey ideas precisely.

EXPECTATION  4 .L3-a.2. Use d ict ionaries, g lossaries, thesauruses, and mult imedia resources to  ident ify and
use synonyms for words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  4 .L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Demonstrate understanding of  words by relat ing them to  their
opposites (antonyms)  and to  words with  similar but  not  ident ical meanings
(synonyms) .

EXPECTATION  4 .L5-c.1. Consult  reference materials including d ict ionaries, g lossaries, thesauruses, and
online resources to  ident ify words with  similar or opposite meanings.

EXPECTATION  4 .L5-c.2. Use knowledge of  nuances to  determine precise words as needed for speaking and
writ ing.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 5  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  5.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive language such as metaphors and similes.

EXPECTATION  5.RL4 .6 . Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words. (CCSS L.5.5c.)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  5.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 5 topic or subject  area.

EXPECTATION  5.RI4 .7. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words. (CCSS L.5.5c)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  5.L2-e. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell grade-appropriate words correct ly,
consult ing references as needed.

EXPECTATION  5.L2-e.1. Apply learned spelling  pat terns and generaliz at ions to  spell grade-appropriate words



correct ly.

EXPECTATION  5.L2-e.2. Use knowledge of  word st ructure and word orig ins to  spell grade-appropriate words.

EXPECTATION  5.L2-e.4 . Use word processing prompts when appropriate to  correct  spelling  of  grade-
appropriate words.

EXPECTATION  5.L2-e.5. Analyz e writ ing models for correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  5.L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  5.L5-c.1. Consult  reference materials including d ict ionaries, g lossaries, thesauruses, and
online resources to  ident ify the relat ionship  between words.

EXPECTATION  5.L5-c.2. Use knowledge of  nuances to  determine precise words as needed for speaking and
writ ing.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 6  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  6 .RL1. Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  6 .RL1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding e.g ., antonyms, synonyms,
related words with  similar word parts (See CCSS L.6 .5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  6 .RI1. Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  6 .RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.6 .5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and analyz e how
specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  6 .RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings.

EXPECTATION  6 .RI4 .6 . Verify an  in ferred meaning of  a word or phrase in  reference materials (See CCSS
L.6 .4 c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of  substant ive
topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient  evidence.

OBJECTIVE  6 .W1-b. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence –



Support  claim(s)  with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence, using credib le sources
and demonstrat ing an understanding of  the topic or text .

EXPECTATION  6 .W1-b.3. Compose a draf t  o f  the body with  at tent ion to: ef fect ive organiz at ion of  support  for a
claim or claims; subject -verb  and pronoun-antecedent  agreement  (See CCSS L.6 .2e) ;
format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS L.6 .1f ) ; varying sentence pat terns (See
CCSS L.6 .3a) ; pronouns writ ten  in  the proper case (See CCSS L.6 .1a) ; recognit ion of
inappropriate shif ts in  pronoun number and person (See CCSS L.6 .1c) ; f requent ly
confused words (See CCSS L.6 .1g) ; spelling  correct ly (See CCSS L.6 .2b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex
ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  6 .W2-c. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas, concepts, and
informat ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant  content  –
Use appropriate t ransit ions to  clarify the relat ionships among ideas and concepts.

EXPECTATION  6 .W2-c.1. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., cause/ef fect , part /whole,
item/category)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words. (CCSS L.6 .5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  Standard English
grammar and usage when writ ing or speaking.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L1-a. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking – Ensure that  pronouns are in  the proper case (subject ive,
object ive, possessive) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L1-a.4 . Spell correct ly. (CCSS L.6 .2b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L2-b . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  6 .L2-b .1. Spell correct ly grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic words (See
CCSS L.6 .6 ) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L2-b .2. Use print , d ig ital resources, and in ternaliz ed knowledge to  support  correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning
words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word parts, and
consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L4 -d . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 6  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies – Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase
(e.g ., by checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

EXPECTATION  6 .L4 -d .1. Apply an understanding of  the skills in  L4  a-c to  verify word meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  6 .L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., cause/ef fect ,
part /whole, item/category)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words.



EXPECTATION  6 .L5-b .1. Apply an understanding of  connect ions between words including cause/ef fect ,
part /whole, and item/category to  a crit ical reading of  a text .

EXPECTATION  6 .L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 7  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  7.RL1. Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  7.RL1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding e.g ., antonyms, synonyms,
related words with  similar word parts (See CCSS L.7.5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  7.RI1. Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  7.RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.7.5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of  substant ive
topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient  evidence.

OBJECTIVE  7.W1-b. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence –
Support  claim(s)  with  logical reasoning and relevant  evidence, using accurate,
credib le sources and demonstrat ing an understanding of  the topic or text .

EXPECTATION  7.W1-b.3. Compose a draf t  o f  the body with  at tent ion to: ef fect ive organiz at ion of  support  for a
claim or claims; subject -verb  and pronoun-antecedent  agreement  (See CCSS L.7.2e) ;
format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS L.7.1f ) ; select ion of  simple, compound,
complex, or compound-complex sentences to  show relat ionships among ideas (See
CCSS L.7.1b) ; f requent ly confused words (See CCSS L.7.1g) ; spelling  correct ly (See
CCSS L.7.2b) ; inappropriate shif ts in  pronoun number and person (See CCSS L.7.1c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex
ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  7.W2-c. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas, concepts, and
informat ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant  content  –
Use appropriate t ransit ions to  create cohesion and clarify the relat ionships among
ideas and concepts.

EXPECTATION  7.W2-c.2. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g ., synonym/antonym, analogy)  to
bet ter understand each of  the words. (CCSS L.7.5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.



OBJECTIVE  7.L2-b . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  7.L2-b .2. Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning
words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word parts, and
consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  7.L4 -d . Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies – Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase
(e.g ., by checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

EXPECTATION  7.L4 -d .1. Apply an understanding of  the skills in  L4  a-c to  verify word meaning.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  7.L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words (e.g .,
synonym/antonym, analogy)  to  bet ter understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  7.L5-b .1. Apply an understanding of  connect ions between words including synonym/antonym
and analogy to  a crit ical reading of  a text .

EXPECTATION  7.L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RL1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding e.g ., antonyms, synonyms,
related words with  similar word parts (See CCSS L.8.5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to  make
logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or speaking to
support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RI1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.8.5b) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of  substant ive
topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient  evidence.

OBJECTIVE  8.W1-b. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence –
Support  claim(s)  with  logical reasoning and relevant  evidence, using accurate,
credib le sources and demonstrat ing an understanding of  the topic or text .



EXPECTATION  8.W1-b.3. Compose a draf t  o f  the body with  at tent ion to: ef fect ive organiz at ion of  support  for a
claim or claims; subject -verb  and pronoun-antecedent  agreement  (See CCSS L.8.2e) ;
format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS L.8.1f ) ; using verbs in  the passive and
act ive voice (See CCSS L.1b.8) ; f requent ly confused words (See CCSS L.8.1g) ;
spelling  correct ly (See CCSS L.8.2c) ; recognit ion of  inappropriate shif ts in  pronoun
number and person (See CCSS L.8.1c) .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex
ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  8.W2-c. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas, concepts, and
informat ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant  content  –
Use appropriate and varied  t ransit ions to  create cohesion and clarify the
relat ionships among ideas and concepts.

EXPECTATION  8.W2-c.2. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to  bet ter understand each of  the
words. (CCSS L.8.5b)

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  8.L2-c. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  8.L2-c.2. Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  8.L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and nuances
in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to  bet ter
understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  8.L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 9  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.L2-
c.

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L2-
c.2.

Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling
(See MD TL 5.0) .

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 10  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English



INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  9 -10.L2-
c.

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  9 -10.L2-
c.2.

Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling
(See MD TL 5.0) .

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 11  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  11-12.L2-
b .

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L2-
b .1.

Spell correct ly grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic words (See
CCSS L.11-12.6 ) .

EXPECTATION  11-12.L2-
b .2.

Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling
(See MD TL 5.0) .

Maryland Co llege and Career-Ready St andards
Language Art s

Grade 12  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English
capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  11-12.L2-
b .

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  11-12.L2-
b .1.

Spell correct ly grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic words (See
CCSS L.11-12.6 ) .

EXPECTATION  11-12.L2-
b .2.

Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct  spelling
(See MD TL 5.0) .
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